
The Hubble Space Telescope 

 

 

 

Russell L. Werneth, MD B ‘64 

 

Educational and Public Outreach Engineer 

for the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 

 

 

The Topic: Launched on April 24, 1990, the Hubble Space Telescope was the most significant advance in 
astronomy since Galileo first pointed a telescope skyward. It was the first major optical space telescope and is 
the only telescope designed to be maintained in space by astronauts. Five Space Shuttle missions have repaired, 
upgraded, and replaced systems on the telescope, including all five of the main instruments. In addition to being 
a marvel of engineering, the Hubble has, throughout its 30 years of service, brought the mysteries of space into 
the homes of people the world over. 

The Speaker: Russell L. Werneth, MD B ‘64, an aerospace engineer at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in 
Greenbelt, Maryland, was the ExtraVehicular Activity (EVA/astronaut spacewalk) manager for the Hubble Space 
Telescope Project. Russell successfully oversaw all five of the EVA astronaut spacewalks to service the Hubble, 
for which he earned NASA’s Astronaut Silver Snoopy Award. He also played an important role in designing one-
of-a-kind tools, procedures, and training protocols for the Space Shuttle Return-to-Flight effort and Hubble 
servicing missions, earning him NASA’s Exceptional Achievement Medal. Following his time at NASA, Russell 
taught at the University of Maryland and the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, Calif., but ultimately 
returned to NASA where he currently serves as the educational and public outreach engineer for the Hubble 
Space Telescope and Astrophysics at Goddard. He is a long-time volunteer for Tau Beta Pi, serving as Vice 
President of the Association from 1982 to 1986 and as a District 4 Director since 1991. He also serves on the 
University of Maryland’s Engineering Alumni Association Board and is a recipient of the University of Maryland’s 
College of Engineering Centennial Award—an honor bestowed on their top 100 engineering graduates. 

Register to attend at this link: 

https://tbp-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtfu-vpjsuGN1lZ4OOOGSYZ94WlLHsNzpX 
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