CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

of the

MARYLAND GAMMA CHAPTER

of

TAU BETA PI

at the

UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY

CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I

GENERAL

1.  The organization shall be titled the Maryland Gamma Chapter of Tau Beta Pi.  The chapter will exist as an undergraduate engineering honor society at the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, in accordance with COMDTMIDNINST 1710.14G and the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tau Beta Pi Association, Inc.

2.  In the event of conflict between the Constitution and Bylaws of the Tau Beta Pi Association, Inc., and Naval Academy regulations, the Naval Academy regulations shall prevail and the Secretary-Treasurer of Tau Beta Pi notified of the conflict.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

1.  The purpose of this organization shall be to:


a.  Bestow recognition on outstanding engineering students who have attained scholastic honor rating in their courses.


b.  Encourage high scholarship among underclassmen by establishing an incentive for them to achieve the honors necessary for admission to Tau Beta Pi.  


c.  Provide service to engineering students and the local community while fostering a spirit of liberal culture.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP AND ELIGIBILITY

1.  The membership of this organization shall consist of midshipmen who are enrolled as engineering majors, meet the prescribed qualifications, and are elected after review of their qualifications.

2.  Midshipmen shall be eligible for membership if they:


a.  Have a minimum CQPR of 3.0.


b.  Are scholastically (as determined by academic order of merit, AOM) in the upper fifth of first class midshipmen or the upper eighth of second class midshipmen enrolled in ABET accredited majors leading to designated engineering majors.  ABET accredited majors at USNA include Aerospace Engineering, Systems Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Ocean Engineering, and Naval Architecture.  Midshipmen in the General Engineering major will also be considered for membership. 


c.  Have never been convicted of an Honor Offense.

3.  New members shall be elected twice annually.  One election shall be held during the fall semester and one during the spring semester.


a.  All eligible midshipmen shall be considered.


b.  Eligibility based upon standing in the engineering class shall be established by grade point information and academic order or merit obtained either from the registrar or the MIDS database.  The list of eligible midshipmen shall be made available to the membership in alphabetical order, without indication of grade point average or AOM.


c.  A meeting shall be held to enable members and prospective members to become acquainted.  After the departure of the prospective members, the members shall discuss the moral and ethical qualifications of the prospective members.  Particular attention shall be paid to knowledge of poor conduct grades or conviction of a major conduct offense.  The members shall be given paper ballots.  The vote, after each name, shall be affirmative, negative, or abstention.  An individual shall be elected to membership who has received at least three quarters of the non-abstaining votes.


d.  Notification of election to the society shall be by e-mail and a personally delivered paper invitation.  A special ceremony will be held to initiate new members in accordance with the Tau Beta Pi ritual.

4.  Membership in other societies or organizations shall not exclude a candidate from election into Tau Beta Pi.

5.  All former members of Tau Beta Pi who have completed their undergraduate studies shall be termed alumni members.

ARTICLE IV

ORGANIZATION

1.  The Officers of the Society shall be the President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, and Treasurer/Cataloger.

2.  The Faculty Advisor, Officer Representative, and Faculty Advisor Committee shall provide guidance and assistance to the officers and members of the Society.

3.  The Activity Committee shall be the only standing committee.  This committee shall be appointed by the President and chaired by the Vice President.  Duties of the committee shall include responsibility for the annual service activity as designated by the general membership.

4.  Special committees may be appointed by the President as warranted.  

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS

1.  Officers shall be elected and serve in accordance with COMDTMIDNINST 1710.14G.  Election of officers shall be during the last meeting of the spring semester.  A quorum of three-quarters of the student members shall be required for elections.  These offices will be held until the next election.

2.  Active members in good standing shall be eligible for office.  In addition, one must be a member of the Society for at least one semester to be eligible for President.

3.  Should a vacancy occur in the office of the President, the Vice President shall automatically become President, and a new Vice President shall be elected.  Other vacancies shall be filled by appointment by the President and subject to approval of the membership by a majority vote.

4. Any officer may be removed from office by a three-quarter vote of the Society.

ARTICLE VI

MEETINGS

1.  Regular meetings of the Society shall be called by the President.  Preliminary dates for these meetings shall be established at the first meeting of the semester.

2.  General meetings of a social or technical nature shall be held each semester as warranted by the membership.

3.  Quorum.


a.  A majority of student members shall constitute a quorum at regular meetings.


b.  Three-quarters of student members shall constitute a quorum for such purposes as elections, disciplinary action, and amendments to the constitution or bylaws.


c.  A quorum must be present at any meeting at which a vote is taken committing the Society to any proposal.


d.  A quorum is not specifically required for meetings at which members are inducted, proposals are submitted, programs are formulated, or matters of interest to the Society are discussed.

ARTICLE VII

FINANCES

1.  All incoming members shall be assessed an initiation fee for the proper functioning of the Society.

2.  A member in good standing is one who has discharged his financial obligation to the Society.

3.  An account shall be established.  The Treasurer shall be responsible for the account.

4.  All financial procedures shall be in accordance with COMDTMIDNINST 1710.14G and COMDTMIDNINST 7041.1H.

ARTICLE VIII

AMENDMENTS

1.  Amendments to the constitution may be submitted by any member in good standing at any regular meeting.  Notice of proposed amendments shall be sent to all members prior to the next regular meeting.  A vote on the amendments shall be taken at the next regular meeting following the proposal.

2.  An amendment shall be passed by at least two-thirds vote of the chapter membership.  It shall take immediate effect upon approval.

3.  A quorum of three-quarters of the student members is required to vote on the amendments.

4.  All amendments are subject to the approval of the Commandant of Midshipmen.

ARTICLE IX

RATIFICATION

1.  This constitution and bylaws shall be ratified by at least two-thirds vote of the chapter membership.  It shall take immediate effect upon approval.

ARTICLE X

DISSOLUTION

1.  Dissolution of this organization as an extracurricular activity shall be at the discretion of the Commandant of Midshipmen.

2.  A minimum of ten student members shall be required.

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I

FACULTY ADVISOR

1.  There shall be a Faculty Advisor to the Society.  The Faculty Advisor shall be:


a.  Member of the Naval Academy faculty appointed by the Engineering and Weapons Division Director.


b.  Member of the Society ex-officio without a vote.


c.  Member of the Tau Beta Pi Association.

ARTICLE II

OFFICER REPRESENTATIVE

1.  There shall be an Officer Representative to the Society.  The Officer Representative shall be a:


a.  Commissioned Officer in the Armed Services appointed by the Commandant of Midshipmen.


b.  Member of the Society ex-officio without vote.


c.  Preferably a member of the Tau Beta Pi Association.

2.  The Officer Representative shall supervise compliance with all guidelines as set forth in COMDTMIDNINST 1710.14G.

ARTICLE III

FACULTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1.  There shall be a Faculty Advisory Committee.

2.  The Faculty Advisory Committee shall consist of one faculty member from each engineering department appointed by the Department Chairman.

3.  The Faculty Advisory Committee may make recommendations concerning Society activities.  Such recommendations shall be communicated to the membership by the Faculty Advisor.

ARTICLE IV

PRESIDENT

1.  The President shall:


a.  Act as a responsible agent and leader of this organization.


b.  Preside at all meetings.


c.  Appoint all committees, subject to approval by a majority vote.


d.  Cast the deciding vote in case of a tie in all matters except elections.


e.  Supervise induction procedures.


f.  Chair all special committees ex-officio without a vote.


g.  Conduct all external business for the Society, verbal or written, via the Officer Representative.


h. Comply with Tau Beta Pi Bylaw V Section 5.03a.

ARTICLE V

VICE PRESIDENT

1.  The Vice President shall:


a.  Act in the capacity of any officer who is not present at a meeting.


b.  Serve as parliamentarian at all meetings.


c.  Assist the President.


d.  Chair the Activity Committee.


e.  Comply with Tau Beta Pi Bylaw V Section 5.03b.

ARTICLE VI

RECORDING SECRETARY

1.  The Recording Secretary shall:


a.  Take and record roll call at each meeting and publish minutes of all regular meetings.


b.  Comply with Tau Beta Pi Bylaws V Section 5.03c. 

ARTICLE VII

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

1.  The Corresponding Secretary shall:


a.  Handle all correspondence as prescribed by the President and Officer Representative.


b.  Supervise distribution of letters of induction.


c.  Keep an accumulative roster of active and alumni members of the Association.


d.  Comply with Tau Beta Pi Bylaw V Section 5.03d.

ARTICLE VIII

TREASURER/CATALOGER

1.  The Treasurer/Cataloger shall:


a.  Collect initiation fees.


b.  Maintain the finances of the organization.


c.  Draw on the Midshipmen Welfare Fund account only on the authority of the President and the Officer Representative.


d.  Submit records and statements for audit, and maintain all receipts and expenditures.


e.  Maintain current catalogue of active and alumni members of the organization.


f.  Comply with Tau Beta Pi Bylaw V Sections 5.03e,f.

ARTICLE IX

MEETINGS

1.  Meetings shall be called by either the President with the proper approval of the Officer Representative or by the Officer Representative.  

2.  The Society shall hold at least one general meeting each semester.  The purpose of the first meeting of each semester shall be to instruct the members as to plans for the coming semester.  The Officer Representative shall be present at this first meeting and shall explain in detail to all members the regulations pertaining to the Society.

3.  The order of business at all meetings shall be as follows:


a.  Roll call.


b.  Reading of minutes.


c.  Reports of officers, committees, etc.


d.  Unfinished business.


e.  Election of officers and new members.


f.  New business.


g.  Program.


h.  Adjournment.

4.  All undergraduate members shall have equal voting power.  Alumni members shall have no vote.

ARTICLE X

RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF MEMBERS

1.  Members shall have the:


a.  Right to vote on candidates for membership and for student officers.


b.  Right to vote on all matters pertaining to business and on all general matters of the Society.


c.  Duty of maintaining the standards of the Society.

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS

1.  Motions to delete, add, or amend the bylaws may be made by any member in good standing at any regular meeting.  Notice of proposed motions shall be sent to all members prior to the next regular meeting.  A vote on the motions shall be taken at the next regular meeting following their introduction.

2.  Such motions shall be passed by at least two-thirds vote of the chapter membership.  They shall take immediate effect upon approval.

3.  A quorum of three-quarters of the student members is required to vote on motions to delete, add, or amend the bylaws.

4.  All motions to delete, add, or amend the bylaws are subject to the approval of the Commandant of Midshipmen.
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