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Tau Beta Pi Announces 2024 Laureates 
Four Laureates have been selected to recognize gifted engineering students who have excelled in areas beyond their 
technical majors. Award categories include arts, athletics, diverse achievements, and service. Laureates will receive a $2,500 
cash award, commemorative plaque, and join other outstanding Tau Bates cited since the program began in 1982, bringing 
the total to 125. The 2024 Laureates are Charles “Derrick” Bailey IV, TN A ’24, Muhammad “Raafay” Uqaily, WV A ’23, 
Amanda E. Stone, AZ B ’23, and Matthew N. Yee, IN D ’24. 
 

Charles “Derrick” Bailey IV, has been 
selected for service achievements. A 
University of Tennessee (UTK) graduate, 
he has a B.S. in aerospace engineering, a 
mechanical engineering minor, and now 
works as an associate aerospace 
engineer at Northrop Grumman. While 
at UTK, Derrick demonstrated 
remarkable initiative and commitment 

to community-building and involvement, including serving as 
the 2022-23 TN Alpha Chapter president. Under his guidance, 
the chapter grew significantly and increased long-term 
membership retention, with 100+ members remaining actively 
involved this year. He also spearheaded a revival of the K-12 
MindSET program by organizing an activity at a local school. The 
chapter’s nomination described him as “embodying the ideals 
of the Association through exemplary leadership, academic 
prowess, and a commitment to fostering inclusive and diverse 
communities.” 
 

Muhammad “Raafay” Uquaily has 
been chosen for his service. He’s 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
financial mathematics at the 
University of Chicago, after 
graduating with an engineering B.S. 
degree from West Virginia University 
(WVU). Since relocating from 
Pakistan to West Virginia, he has 

been a dedicated leader of academic organizations and his 
local community. He spent three years as president of the 
WVU Biomedical Engineering Society, served as editor of the 
Mountaineer Undergraduate Research Review, worked as a 
researcher at the WVU Heart & Vascular Institution, and 
participated as a teaching assistant in the department of 
economics at the University of Chicago. Raafay has great 
promise of professional achievement through the ability to 
cultivate change. 
 

Selected for achievements in the arts, 
Amanda E. Stone is a first-year 
mechanical engineering Ph.D. student 
at Purdue University with a B.S. in 
mechanical engineering and minor in 
vocal performance from Arizona State 
University (ASU). While at ASU, she 
took lessons from a professional opera 
singer, played piano in two live 

musicals, sang in more than 13 languages, and was a member 
of four university and three off-campus choirs. Amanda 
published her first self-produced original album titled Finding 
over a period of three years as a part of her honors thesis. 
Music has been an inseparable part of her life and, in IN Alpha’s 
chapter nomination, her commitment and passion to excelling 
in the arts, while pursuing rigorous academic ambitions, was 
praised. 

 

Matthew N. Yee has been named 
for achievements in the arts. A 
recent dual degree graduate in civil 
engineering and music performance 
from Valparaiso University, he is 
now a professional Musician First 
Class with the U.S. Coast Guard. 
After joining the Valpo Chapter of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity, he 

served in many roles, including executive secretary and 
external relations chair. Matthew led two winning 
applications for the Buchanan Cup and has repeatedly been 
recognized by Valpo for his breadth of accomplishments. 
The IN Delta Chapter noted that he has been their most 
active member, serving two terms on the Executive Board, 
as treasurer and recording/corresponding secretary. 
Whether in music or engineering, his future is bright. 

  


