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Tau Beta Pi Announces 

Devin T. Wiley as 

2006 Laureate 
 

Tau Beta Pi, the engineering honor society, has named a Laureate in the Association’s annual 

program to recognize gifted engineering students who have excelled in areas beyond their 

technical majors. 

 The 2006 Tau Beta Pi Laureate is Devin T. Wiley, a chemical engineering student 

who plans to graduate from the University of Arizona in May 2007. In addition to his 

outstanding scholastic accomplishments, Wiley is lauded for excellence in the arts as an 

exceptional pianist and composer.  He joins 58 other remarkable Tau Bates who have 

been named Laureates since 1982. 

 The Laureate Program exists to further Tau Beta Pi’s second fundamental purpose 

as stated in the Association’s Constitution:  “ . . . to foster a spirit of liberal culture in 

engineering colleges.”  The primary concern of the Society is to recognize students of 

superior scholarship and exemplary character and to honor eminent practicing engineers.  

The Society also encourages excellence in engineering education and in the ethical 

practice of engineering.  

 Wiley will be honored with other 2006 national award winners on October 7, 2006, 

at the 101st annual Convention to be held in Denver, Colorado.  Tau Beta Pi President 

Dr. Matthew W. Ohland will present him with a $2,500 cash award and a 

commemorative plaque.  His biography follows: 

 
 Devin T. Wiley was nominated by the Arizona Alpha Chapter of Tau Beta Pi at the 

University of Arizona for his numerous collegiate achievements as a musician and composer, 

while also demonstrating excellence in academics, athletics, and service to society. 

  Devin’s potential for musical talent was discovered during his early childhood by a local 

piano teacher in the isolated rural community in which his family resided.  Possessing the rare 

gift of perfect pitch, the young boy showed unquestionable promise at the age of five and his 

parents relocated to a larger community where his talent could benefit from more advanced 

instruction.  His abilities quickly multiplied, and at age eight, Devin won his first piano 



competition, performed publicly by age ten, and at age 11, performed a concerto with an 

orchestra.  His interests in musical theater developed at age seven and led to producing and 

composing in his mid teens.  

 Devin’s talents extended beyond music into science and mathematics.  Encouraged by his 

father, he won praise for his demonstration of superconductivity in his high school chemistry and 

physics courses. Meanwhile, he played soccer and ran cross-country, while also swimming his 

way to pool and team records that stand to this day. He also received special recognition from his 

school for performing more than 1,000 hours of local volunteer work in four years.  

 During a year in France as a Rotary high-school exchange student, Devin organized a 

charity concert that raised roughly $3,000 that helped establish a sustainable drinking water 

program for nearly 5,000 people in rural Madagascar.  

 Upon entering the University of Arizona, Devin chose chemical engineering rather than 

music as his major, but auditioned to qualify for a piano minor. The faculty instead placed him 

into the piano performance major track. That fall, he competed against upper class and doctoral 

piano students in the prestigious statewide University of Arizona President’s Competition, in 

which he won the grand prize.  This recognition afforded him the opportunity to play a concerto 

with the University of Arizona Symphony Orchestra. Throughout college, Devin was active in 

benefit concerts, as an accompanist and as a piano instructor. He wrote and composed a musical 

theater production that will be performed at the university in Spring 2007. 

 While at the university, Devin’s impressive work ethic resulted in a distinctive 

combination of excellence in research, leadership and musical accomplishments, and superior 

scholastic achievement in a challenging engineering program.  As a result of his writing abilities, 

he received the NASA Space Grant and an undergraduate biology research grant at his university. 

His research on bioremediation of chlorinated solvents in drinking water will soon be published 

in an academic paper. He is a President’s Scholar, University of Arizona president’s scholarship 

recipient, and a member of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers and Omega Chi Epsilon 

chemical engineering honor society.  As an active member of Tau Beta Pi, he has tutored 

underclassmen and organized fundraising efforts such as “Relay for Life,” raising nearly $600 for 

cancer research. 

 Devin helped found the local student chapter of Engineers Without Borders. He led the 

recruitment of nearly 50 students from diverse but complimentary disciplines (engineering, 

business, and anthropology), and directed a 20-person group to build homes for families in 

Nogales, Mexico. Using materials cast off by maquiladoras, or assembly plants, the techniques 

taught by the project are used today.   

 He currently trains for and competes in triathlons and aspires to complete his first 

ironman in 2007. Earlier this year, Devin qualified for nationals in intercollegiate intramural table 

tennis.  

 His ultimate goal is to become certified as both a doctoral engineer and as a medical 

doctor working on biotechnological issues to build unique research and teaching programs to help 

solve critical problems regarding human health.  

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
Tau Beta Pi, the world’s largest engineering society, has initiated 485,000 members since it was founded in 

1885.  Headquartered in Knoxville, Tennessee, the Association has 230 active collegiate chapters and 16 

active alumnus chapters throughout the country. 


