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October 1, 2003

Dear <Parents>:


Congratulations on your <daughter’s> scholastic eligibility for possible membership in Tau Beta Pi.  This is a very important recognition of <her> accomplishments as a student in the Marquette University College of Engineering.  On behalf of all the members of the faculty, I extend to you and your <daughter> sincere congratulations.


Tau Beta Pi is the second oldest Greek-letter honor society in America; the oldest is Phi Beta Kappa.  Both societies are well known and respected throughout the United States.  The latter is restricted to students in the liberal arts, while Tau Beta Pi is designed to “offer appropriate recognition for superior scholarship and exemplary character to students in engineering.”  To qualify scholastically, your <daughter> ranked among the top 1/8th of the junior class, or the top 1/5th of the senior class of engineering students. 


Since 1932, the Wisconsin Beta Chapter of Tau Beta Pi has been one of the major student organizations in this college.  Today, it is also a major chapter in the United States in both student and alumnus membership.  The Wisconsin Beta Chapter is not only an honor society to pay tribute to outstanding students; it also provides a vehicle for such students to assume a role of leadership in the college and to be of distinctive service.  Tau Beta Pi members are active in engineering student publications, the engineering recruiting project, and in a variety of other honor societies and student organizations.  It is one of the most prestigious engineering societies to which your <daughter> can be elected as an undergraduate.  Enclosed is an introductory brochure that further explains the lifelong benefits of membership in Tau Beta Pi. 


The first meeting for those scholastically eligible to join Tau Beta Pi will be held on Tuesday, October 15, at 7:30 p.m. in Room 101, Engineering Building.  Attendance at this meeting is absolutely necessary for those who wish to join.  I am writing this to you because address changes always seem to result in a few eligible students not being contacted in time.  If you think your <daughter’s> invitation might not have reached <her>, please be sure that <she> does know about this important first meeting.


In order to support the operation of the local chapter and the national organization, Wisconsin Beta must charge an initiation fee of $65.  I heartily endorse membership in Tau Beta Pi, and I hope your <daughter> will give <her> invitation very serious consideration; the returns on the initiation fee will be more than worthwhile.


Part of each new member’s initiation fee pays for the ticket to the initiation banquet, which will be on November 15.  Many parents make it a point to attend the banquet and honor our outstanding students.  As a member myself for many years, I look forward to seeing you there.  Best regards.



Sincerely,



Douglas M. Green, Ph.D., P.E.



Dean

Enclosure

